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FERODO’S
NET PROFIT!
It might have been a COVID-shortened season for Ferodo Racing
but, as William Kimberley discovers, the year wasn’t a wasted one

W

ITH the metaphor during a difﬁcult 12
months for everyone, Sergio Bonfanti’s
motto has been ‘When the ﬁsherman can’t
go out ﬁshing, he uses his time to repair his nets’, and
that is just what Ferodo Racing has been doing.
“What I mean by that,” says Bonfanti, who heads up

Ferodo Racing, “is to do things that we normally don’t
have time to do. We used our time to prepare new
projects for the near future and enhanced the quality
of service we can give to our customers, while getting
out there on the racetracks as soon as it was possible.
That way, we could make our name stronger for when

ABOVE Ferodo
performed well
in its Italian GT3
Championship heartland

LEFT Distributors
are helping
customers with their
data-driven analysis
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fresh opportunities in touring car racing.
The emphasis in 2020 was on a new
range of racing materials offering fresh
opportunities in heavy duty racing where
Ferodo has lost market share in the last few
years. Ferodo Racing has been developing
DS3.12, a high output, heavy duty circuit
compound that has been created for top
level GT racing during the course of the last
three years. Its main characteristics are the
highest friction coefﬁcient and bite in the
Ferodo Racing range and reproducible and
stable performance up to 850°C under all
pressure and speed conditions.
“The amount of time we put into
researching the DS3.12 has left us with
an incredible amount of knowledge and
information that we can bring as a solution
when there is a need,” says Bonfanti. “We
believe that we’ve been adding value to
the motorsport teams in the last year, but
there’s more to come in 2021.
“There’s a high level of interest in them
in all forms of racing – from national,
continental and worldwide teams – so
there will be a wider range of cars using
this new compound.”
Sales of these new materials are to be
we return to some sort of normality.”
that is replacing the DSUno. Hitherto it
managed through distributors offering
The company’s technical focus last
was regarded as the best in the Ferodo
key services such as stock holding, where
year was mainly in the area of GT3 and
Racing range, with the performance
it adds value by holding stock and not
GT4 racing. It performed car validation
remaining exactly the same throughout the continually ordering just-in-time. “Their job
and concentrated on the Italian GT
pad’s long life. It is formulated to provide
is also to help customers optimise products
Championship, a market very close to it,
a very ﬂat friction proﬁle at a medium/
via data-driven analysis,” notes Bonfanti.
but also targeted other championships in
high level of friction. The pad compression
“We are also planning online training
which GT3 and GT4 cars were racing.
is very low, always, and so pedal travel is
seminars for brake data analysis.
“You can study all kinds of literature and
short and consistent.”
“We want to expand this concept by
think you know everything, but the added
Another part of Ferodo Racing’s focus has taking it into our distribution network.
value when you get your hands dirty in the been the TCR and BTCC-type of cars. Ed
We are going to organise a quarterly
ﬁeld is unbelievable,” stresses Bonfanti.
Little, Ferodo Racing’s technical manager,
event with webinars where we explain
“We thought we were alright with the rear and his team, spent at least six months ﬁne- and show and teach our specialists in
materials for cars with ABS, but in reality
tuning the DS3.12 compound. It now has
exactly the same way as we do at the
there was quite a bit of ﬁne-tuning which
a higher level of initial bite, leading to the
racetrack, thereby expanding the number
led to a new material for the rear calliper
DS4.06, the new sprint material offering
of experts in the ﬁeld.
“The same concept has been used for the
TCR front development and this is what we
are doing on the racetrack. It is what we
are going to encourage with our partners,
so they are doing more of the same. It’s of
real added value for them as they become
more than just a dealer: they are building
their knowledge and applying it.”
In Biblical times, mending the net was a
means of repairing and cleaning the nets,
not particularly satisfying at the time but
reaping dividends later on. Ferodo Racing
LEFT The pandemic
offered the chance to is following the same route and coming up
ﬁne-tune compounds with fresh materials.
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